Explanatory Statement/Introduction

Project Title: The Native Australian Food Industry and Environmental Sustainability.  A Study of Selected Legislation in Victoria, NSW and Queensland.

Date: April 19, 2001.

My name is Nicholas Testro, and I am doing research under the supervision of Dr David Mercer, an Associate Professor in the Department of Geography and Environmental Science, towards the degree of Masters Qualifying in Environmental Science at Monash University (Melbourne, Victoria).

The aim of my research is to determine whether or not State government regulation in Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland is adequate to realistically promote a native Australian foods industry. 

The context for the research will be established with a brief summary of the situation of the native food industry overseas (such as southern Africa, North America etc.) and how that relates to Australia, and how Australia fits within that particular context.  The focus of the research will be at a State level.

The current research will focus on the role of State governments in developing appropriate infrastructure and support for the growing native food industry, and whether that appears to be functioning effectively or not.  The conclusions reached will point to the strengths and weaknesses in the current approaches to regulation in regard to the industry in the three States, and therefore where improvements are necessary.  The legislation review will largely be from an environmental and land management perspective.

The methodology of the research will primarily be conducted through inquiries of those involved in the industry (primary sources of information) and also through secondary literature.  As the native food industry is a relatively recent phenomenon, the first-hand knowledge held by industry participants is extremely valuable.  This paper therefore places a great deal of emphasis on what they have to say.  Some of this information will be documentable, and some will be anecdotal.

The questionnaires will be sent out to knowledgable individuals in Victoria, NSW and Queensland in  April.  I will request that the completed questionnaires be returned by the end of that month or the beginning of May, if possible, to be evaluated. This information will then be incorporated into the research paper.

Because of the diverse range of individuals completing the questionnaire, it is difficult to state the amount of time this process will take.  Different people have different levels of knowledge, and therefore the questionnaire may take anywhere from fifteen minutes to one hour to complete.  Furthermore, participants do not have to answer all questions if they do not desire.

If you have any queries or would like to be informed of the aggregate research finding, please contact telephone (03) 9417 2481, or e-mail ntestro@hotmail.com

Should you have any complaint concerning the manner in which this research (project number 2001/127) is conducted, please do not hesitate to contact The Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans at the following address:

Standing Committee on Ethics in Research Involving Humans (SCERH)

Research Grants and Ethics Branch

PO Box 3A

Monash University

Victoria 3800

(03) 9905 2052

Thank you. 

Questionnaire

NB - As this is a broad-based questionnaire, not all questions will be relevant to all participants.  Please indicate if a question is not applicable with "N/A".  Furthermore, the questions are not sequential.  This is formatted to elicit several different responses at different points in the question list and to enhance the reader staying alert.  Please do not feel constrained by the given space - use extra paper, or the back pages of the questionnaire.

1) What does your particular role/knowledge in the native food industry concern?

2) Are you aware of any State laws which regulate the native food industry (plant-based only) in any way?  Do these impact on your work?  How?

3) Are you aware of any informal policies (ie. not formal law) your respective State Government or local governing body has instituted to promote the native food industry?  Are such customs or practices effective in your specific area?  How?

4) To the best of your knowledge, to what extent are these laws and/or policies implemented and enforced?  How are such policies or practices enforced?

5) In your opinion, are these laws, policies and practices adequate given the current stage the industry is at in terms of its development?  How should they be changed?

6) Do you believe development of a native food industry is consistent with your interpretation of conservation objectives?  Ie. "conservation through utilisation", which may or may not involve the use of endangered species.  (Please briefly outline your understanding of conservation as part of your answer).

7) According to your response to the above question, do you believe your State's legislation adequately  addresses this issue?  Do you know of any informal policies and programmes (eg. Land for Wildlife in Victoria, Landcare etc.)?  Which ones are familiar?

8) Does your activity in the industry require approval or licensing from a government department or other?  How are you limited or enhanced by licensing requirements?

9) At what level (federal, state, regional or local) do you believe the industry should be regulated/managed at?

10) From your experience, in what way do you believe the industry should be regulated?  Should there be formal as well as informal policies (ie. legislation versus voluntary programmes), or only one or the other?  

11) Should the industry be given more assistance by governments (in terms of economic, legal, or other support)?

12) In your experience is native food cultivation more environmentally sustainable than other species in horticulture?  Why/why not? 

13) Do you believe there are any potential hazards/drawbacks in the commercial growth of native foods?  

14) Do you have any other opinions, observations or relevant facts regarding the native food industry and land and conservation practices specific to this food industry which you judge to be important (such views are critical as they can affect the emphasis of this research)?
